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ACTION INR-07 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 NSAE-00 /018W 

108344 011042Z/14 

R 290730Z SEP 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4040 

CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 11304 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, PINR, NI 

SUBJECT: BIO INFORMATION: BALARABE, ABUBAKAR TAFAWA BALEWA 
REF: STATE 2243 11 

1 . EMBASSY FILES ON BALARABE ABUBAKAR TAFAWA DELEWA, CHIEF OF 
PROTOCOL, EA, BEGIN IN 1970 WITH HIS APPOINTMENT AS NIGERIA'S 
AMBASSADOR TO SENEGAL AND THE GAMBIA. IN 1970 HE ALSO 
BECAME NIGERIA'S FIRST AMBASSADOR TO MAURITANIA, RESIDENT IN 
DAKAR, AND IN 1973 WAS APPOINTED SECRETARY-GENERAL TO THE NIGER/ 
NIGERIAN JOINT COMMISSION. BALEWA'S LAST ASSIGNMENT BEFORE 
ASSUMING HIS PRESENT JOB WAS AS AMBASSADOR TO NIGER (1974-1976). AS 
HIS NAME WOULD INDICATE, HE IS A HAUSA FROM NORTHERN NIGERIA. 

2. BALEWA HAS PROVED AN IMMENSE IMPROVEMENT OVER HIS TWO IM- 
MEDIATE PREDECESSORS AS PROTOCAL CHIEF. HE IS THOUGHTFUL, DECENT 
AND SENSITIVE. AND HAS MADE STURDY TRY AT IMPROVING THE 
RELATIONSHIP OF HIS OFFICE WITH AN OFTEN DISGRUNTLED AND 

DISPIRITED DIPLOMATIC CORPS THAT TENDS TO BLAME THE TRIALS AND 
TRIBULATIONS OF LIVING AND WORKING IN LAGOS ON THE POOR GUY 
IN THE PROTOCOL OFFICE AT MEA. WHILE BALEWA HAS NOT COME THROUGH 
ON SOME OF HIS PROMISES (DUTY-FREE SHOP FOR DIPLOMATS, IMPROVED 
PARKING AT MEA), HE HAS PERFORMED CREDITABLY IN SUCH MAJOR 
ASSIGNMENTS AS FESTAC, ECOWAS. AND ALL HEAD OF STATE VISITS TO 
NIGERIA. HIS CLOSENESS TO THE INNER CIRCLE IS EVIDENT FROM THE 
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FACT THAT HE ACCOMPANIES OBASANJO ON VIRTUALLY EVERY TRIP OUTSIDE 
LAGOS AND TO VIRTUALLY EVERY PUBLIC CEREMONY AT WHICH OBASANJO 
PERFORMS. DURING THE DARKEST DAYS OF THIS EMBASSY'S CONFRONTATION 
WITH THE FMG OVER ANGOLAN POLICY, HE WAS INFORMATIVE AND UNDER- 
STANDING.HE HAS GIVEN US WILLING IF NOT ALWAYS SUBSTANTIAL HELP 
ON SUCH DIFFICULT BILATERAL ISSUES AS ARBITRARY ARRESTS, 
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